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By Jo Duckles

 THE Bishop of Oxford has called 
on Christians to take a long-
term approach to prayer and 
support for the millions affected 
by Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines. 
   As an international emergency 
appeal was launched for the 
victims of what was thought to be 
the strongest typhoon ever to hit 
land, the Rt Revd John Pritchard, 
said: “This tragedy leads the 
news for a few days and then 
disappears but the personal and 
social reconstruction will take 
years.  
   “I trust that our prayers 
and our giving will reflect the 
latter timescale rather than the 
former. These are brothers and 
sisters in the human race made 
in the image of God and loved 
unconditionally. May we hold that 
perspective in the aftermath of 
this disaster as we support them 
in every way we can.”
   Ariel Lanada, Chairman of 
the Filipino Community of 
Oxfordshire and a senior charge 
nurse in intensive care at Oxford’s 
John Radcliffe Hospital, said 
there are around 3,000 Filipino 
people in Oxfordshire alone.

Immediate need
   As he spoke to the Door he was 
chatting on-line to his sister back 
in the Philippines. Ariel is from 
the small village of Luag Duenas, 
where out of 100 houses 63 have 
been damaged and many families 
displaced. “My nephew and my 
aunt have both had their houses 

destroyed and are staying in my 
house in Iloilo city. 
   “The immediate need is to 
get people back into their own 
homes, to rebuild even just  
simple, small houses. We have 
been advised by the Filipino 
customs to stop sending anything 
as the airports are clogged up 
with donations. The current 
needs are financial in terms of 

helping people reconstruct their 
homes.” Ariel, who works with 
around 20 other Filipino nurses 
in Oxford, said some of their 
families are more badly affected 
by the disaster than others. 
   He said: “Thank you to everyone 
for the prayers, compassion and 
support you have been giving us 
since the hurricane struck. If you 
wish to make donations please 

get in contact with us.”  He said 
that once the transport routes 
clear, DHL Oxford have offered 
to send supplies of clothing, 
bedding and non-perishable 
food to the Philippines for free.  
To donate goods or money visit 
filcomoxford.org.uk or email Ariel 
on chairman@filcom.org.uk. 
The organisation will be splitting 
funds donated between Caritas 
Philippines and the Philippines 

Red Cross. Last week the 
Disasters Emergency Committee 
launched an appeal following the 
storm that is so far estimated to 
have killed 12,000 people and 
torn apart the lives of around 
4.3m. Homes were destroyed 
or severely damaged and vital 
transport and communication 
infrastructures torn apart.  
Continued on page two. 
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Storm survivors need our prayers

The aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan. Photo courtesy of Christian Aid
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The future:
A SERIES of days on planning 
for the future of the church were 
sold out. The Saturday courses 
saw 87 people at an event in High 
Wycombe, 80 in Bicester and 85 
in Finchampstead. 
   They were arranged to help 
people from parishes produce 
Mission Action Plans to help 
them plan exciting projects for 
the future. They were run by 
ReSource, an organisation that 
aims to renew churches through 
evangelism and ministry. There 
will be more information about 
Mission Action Plans in future 
editions of the Door. 

Plough Wednesday
A FARM’S diversification into 
bacteria production and bird seed 
will be one of the subjects covered 
during 2014’s Plough Wednesday 
event. The annual opportunity 
to join the diocese’s rural team 
and learn about agricultural 
issues takes place on January 
15th, 10am to 4pm. It starts 
at the Saddleback Farm Shop, 
at California Farm, Berkshire, 
and moves on to Chapel Farm, 
Leckhampstead, culminating 
in an Evensong at St James’s, 
Leckhampstead. For more contact 
Glyn Evans on glynevans@gmail.
com or call 07581 491713. 

Explaining the parish share

by Sarah Meyrick 

DO you struggle to understand 
the parish share system? Help 
is now at hand, in the form of a 
new short film. The video – which  
lasts less than five minutes – sets 
out the principles behind the 
scheme, which is based on mutual 
support across the diocese. 
   The film complements the A5 
booklet ‘The New Share Scheme’ 
which was distributed to parishes 
in March, to explain the recent 
overhaul of the scheme. It was 
created by the communications 
team in response to requests 
from parish treasurers who are 
often asked to explain the share 
to their PCCs. It was piloted 
at two of the recent financial 
consultations where it was well 
received. 

“It’s just what we have been 
crying out for and hits the nail 
on the head,” said one treasurer 
afterwards.
   The video, booklet and a 
number of other resources related 
to share are all on the diocesan 
website: www.oxford.anglican.
org/parishshare. If you need 
a copy on DVD, please contact 
Bev Jane in Finance on 01865 
208206.  
   As the Door went to press the 
film was due to be launched 
at Diocesan Synod as part of 
Bishop John’s presidential 
address. Credit Unions, poverty 
and debt, and next year’s 
diocesan budget were also on 
the agenda for the November 
meeting. 

Storm survivors need our prayers
Continued from page one.
   Christian Aid and Viva 
Network, which have offices in 
Oxford, Habitat for Humanity, 
based in Banbury and World 
Vision, which has its head office 
in Milton Keynes, all have 
partners in the Philippines who 
immediately began to assess the 
damage and make plans to help 
both the short term relief effort 
and longer term plans.
 Sarah Clay, of the Oxford branch 
of Christian Aid said: “We have 
sent three emergency response 
assessment teams and have 
partners already there on the 
ground assessing the damage 
and working on what needs to 
be done.” Christian Aid is one of 
the DEC partners. For posters, 
resources and gift aid envelopes 
for your church see www.
christianaid.org.uk  or call the 
Oxford office on 01865 246818.  

Rebuilding
     Stefan McNally, from 
Habitat for Humanity, said 
the organisation had disaster 
relief experience from the Asian 
Tsunami of 2004. “Our team in 
the Philippines has extensive 
capacity and experience.” He 
said the charity was hoping to 
help around 30,000 families 
through shelter repair kits 
and transitional shelters.”  
The transitional shelters are 
temporary structures that can 

later be adapted to become 
permanent homes. In the last 
16 months Habitat has helped 
more than 42,000 people in 
the Philippines and once the 
immediate disaster response 
is over, will use its Pathways 
to Permanence programme 
to rebuild and strengthen the 
devastated communities. 
    For more see www.
habitatforhumanity.org.uk or 
call 01295 264240.
Ensuring lives are saved
   David Thomson, who 
is Director of Policy and 
Programmes for World Vision UK 
and lives in Oxford, said:  “In all 
of what we do we should ensure 
dignity for the people that we 
are there to serve, and so it is 
actually working with people. 
   “What’s amazing in these 
emergencies, I’ve found over 
the last 20 years in different 
parts of the world, is that we 
see these dreadful pictures on 
the news but actually people are 
working together, communities 
come together, they care for each 
other and there’s lots of capacity 
already in place that we need to 
be better at working alongside 
to ensure lives are saved and to 
ensure recovery takes place.” For 
more on World Vision’s work on 
the ground see www.worldvision.
org.uk.
   Viva Network’s partner 

Philippine Children’s Ministries 
Network is in the Samar 
province, with the director, Ate 
Fe Foronda acting as a point 
person at disaster sites and a 
government-led committee 
called the National Child 
Protection Working Group. 
PCMN is taking aid workers 
to survey the situation and 
has been commissioned by the 
Child Protection Government 
Committee to do a rapid 
assessment on the state of 
the children and establish 
child friendly spaces. It is also 
providing trauma counselling and 
psycho social support for affected 
children. 

Finding strength
    Justine Demmer, Viva’s 
Network Consultant for the 
Philippines says, “There are 
many tears, and the shock is still 
strong, but the people of God 
are finding their strength and 
doing what’s needed. The power 
of the network and the unity and 
organisation that flows from 
their strong, tried and tested 
relationships is evident in the 
Samar network and in their 
response to this crisis.” 
    Read Justine’s Blog at 
http://blog.viva.org/index.
php/2013/11/12/pcmn-
responds-to-haiyan .
     For more on the Typhoon 
Haiyan appeal see www.dec.
org.uk

Creativity in the community

By Louisa Quinn and Rowan Oldham from Year Nine

 WADDESDON CE School pupils worked with creative 
practitioners and community members to explore key issues 
which were showcased at St Michael and All Angels Church, 
Waddesdon in Buckinghamshire.
   In their citizenship lessons in Year Nine they worked as a team 
to produce work inspired by problems brought up by villagers. 
They produced work under the guidance of artists Pippa 
North and Ali Berrett and poets Mark Neil, Milton Keynes Poet 
Laureate, and Harry Baker, the UK Slam Poet of 2012. 
   They created poetry, music, drama, role plays, visual art and 
installations which all explored local concerns that included 
traffic, parking, lack of youth activities and HS2. 
   The work was showcased in St Michael and All Angels Church, 
Waddesdon, on the 25th October. The students spent the 
afternoon transforming the church with the artwork and filling 
it with music and poetry.
    The students said: “It was a wonderful day which allowed us to 
freely explore our ideas and feelings on many of the problems 
in Waddesdon as well as discussing these matters and working 
closely with members of our community. 
Photo: Art work by the Year Nines.

Stepping back to World War Two

CHILDREN at Burchett’s Green CE Infant School, near Maidenhead 
in Berkshire tasted what life would have been like in the 1930s and 
40s at a rural village school. 

   The themed day introduced this term’s topic of Narnia, with 
children getting first-hand experience of how the children from The 
Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe would have lived. In the morning 
the pupils attended school dressed as evacuees attending a country 
farm school. They had the chance to feed and clean out goats, sheep 
and a Shetland pony (pictured above). 

     When they were not farming they were taught in the style 
children would  have been taught in during the War, by teachers 
who were dressed as Land Girls. 

   In the afternon they entered Narnia through the school’s own 
magic wardrobe which was created by a team of teachers, and took 
part in activities based in the fantasy world of Narnia. 

Clip clop: a pupil meets a rural Shetland pony. Photo: Burchetts Green
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The Diocese’s newest church
By Jo Duckles

AS the December edition of the 
Door was going to press, the 
newest church in the Diocese 
was being dedicated in High 
Wycombe. 
  Christ the Servant King has 
been formed of St Birinus and 
St John’s Churches. The two 
churches merged in 2003. Work 
began on the shiny new building 
in January 2012 and the doors 
opened to worshippers in May 
this year. 
Churches merge
   Vicar, the Revd Stephen 
Whitmore, explained that around 
the year 2000 the High Wycombe 
team was considering its future. 
The then Bishop of Buckingham, 
the Rt Revd Mike Hill joined the 
discussions about reducing the 
number of buildings and clergy. 
St Birinus was in interregnum 
and while both churches were 

perfectly capable of working 
independently, they decided 
to merge. “We spent a year in 
the process of coming together, 
creating a common vision and 
part of the vision was to create 
one church building instead of 
two,” said Stephen.
   St John’s was sold and St 
Birinus was redeveloped into the 
new building, which was given 
the name Christ the Servant King 
which replaces the grim, 1960s 
architecture of the St Birinus 
building.  “It had low ceilings and 
was quite dark. We now have a 
more welcoming building. We 
were driven by needing to have 
much more interaction in the 
local community,” said Stephen. 
   He spoke to the Door  the 
morning after a local history 
group had held a meeting in the 
church’s auditorium. “There are 
playgroups meeting there and 
a community café, it’s just that 

much better in terms of facilities 
really.
Community interest
   “It’s a great place to worship 
in and there is a lot of interest 
from the community with people 
dropping in wanting to look 
around. We have had a lot of 
inquiries about parties and things 
being held here.” 
   Stephen said that during the 
building work, the congregation 
met at a local school on Sundays. 
“That was a good experience, 
not having a building for 16 
months. We learnt a lot about 
being more in the community. 
The school were very good hosts.”  
He added: “The project has been 
a real success but of course we 
have spent 10 years getting to 
this point and we are engaging 
with a larger vision for what we 
are doing longer term.”  For more 
from the Wycombe Deanery 
turn to page seven. 

Celebrating our women priests
by Jo Duckles

A PENTECOST celebration to 
mark the 20-year anniversary of 
the ordination of women priests 
will be held in the Oxford Diocese 
in 2014.
   Some of the first women to be 
ordained in the UK along with 
those who campaigned for women 
priests will be at the Eucharist at 
Christ Church Cathedral and the 
exhibition and panel discussion 
at St Mary the Virgin on Oxford’s 
High Street. The Revd Rose 
Hudson Wilkin, Chaplain to 
the Speaker of the House of 
Commons, and Professor Helen 
King, a General Synod member 
and licensed lay preacher will be 
among those on the panel, along 
with the Rt Revd Alan Wilson, 
Bishop of Buckingham and a 
young curate.
   The idea for the service came 
from lay people in the Diocese 
of Oxford who felt the campaign 
that led up to the ordination 
of women priests should be 
celebrated and was welcomed by 
our four bishops. 
   The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, 
Bishop of Buckingham, is one of 
the speakers. He said: “I am very 
much looking forward to this 
celebration of all that women 
bring to ordained ministry in 
our diocese. Sadly, we have a 
mountain to climb to tackle 
institutional sexism in the 
Church, but this has to mark an 
important staging post on our 
way, as a church, from treating 
this as a problem or issue, and 
towards fully accepting the gifts 
and calling of what they are, as 
they are expressed in both men 
and women’s lives.”
   The Revd Dr Amanda Bloor, 
one of the organisers, said:  “We 
are celebrating people who 
have worked so hard in the past 
to allow the full inclusion of 

women in the Church of England 
and to track all the incredible 
achievements that have happened 
over 20 years and to look to 
the future. This isn’t the end of 
something, it is a stage on the 
journey.” 
   The Revd Judith Maltby, 
chaplain of Corpus Christi College 
will be chairing the panel. Judith 
was one of the first 70 women 
priests to be ordained in the 
Oxford Diocese 20 years ago.  
“The idea of the round table is to 
respond to the past but also to 
talk about the way things are in 
the church and to look forward to 
the future, to coming of women in 
the episcopate. I hope challenging 
and encouraging things will 
come out of that round table. 
We shouldn’t be complacent and 
we must think about the future 
challenges that are ahead of us.”
   She said that 10 years ago, a 
similar anniversary service was 
held, with the Rt Revd Jane Dixon 
from America preaching. “It 

was interesting hearing her 
reflections. We haven’t looked 
abroad this time. We have felt we 
can do it ourselves which may be a 
sign of maturity and confidence.”  
Reflecting on 20 years as an 
ordained minister, Judith said: “I 
think one of the nicest things is 
that I now don’t know all of the 
women priests. At first I knew 
all of them but now it’s a good 
feeling that there are so many 
women in ordained ministry. It’s 
nice that an 18-year-old now can’t 
remember a church that didn’t 
have women as ministers.”  
   A national celebration will 
take place on 3 May  at St Paul’s 
Cathedral in London. All are 
welcome at the Oxford Diocesan 
service at Christ Church 
Cathedral on 7 June at 11am.  
As the Door went to press 
General Synod was preparing 
to meet to discuss legislation to 
allow women to become bishops 
in the Church of England. 

Restoring joy

Women priests join Dawn French during the Make Poverty History 
march in 2005. Dawn is well known as ‘Geraldine’ the vicar of Dibley in 
the TV sitcom.

AFTER school on Wednesday, 18 December in Little Chalfont, 
Buckinghamshire the charity Restore Hope will host a Christmas 
celebration for struggling families in the Chilterns. The celebration will 
be aimed at families especially vulnerable to the pressure and burden 
of ‘Christmas joy’ and the debt and relationship breakdown that it can 
bring. The celebration, specifically focused around the nativity story, 
will include a Christmas meal, games, and a visit from Father Christmas 
with a memorable gift carefully chosen for each child. In addition, 
the gathering will provide an opportunity for the Restore Hope team 
to build deeper relationships with struggling families in the local 
community, enriching their year-round work to inspire hope in their 
lives. Because this celebration relies on charitable donations, Restore 
Hope has launched a fundraising appeal entitled ‘Restore Joy!’ which 
provides the opportunity for people who would like to sponsor a family 
to attend the celebration. More information about ‘Restore Joy!’ is 
available online at www.restorehope.org.uk or by calling 01494 765555. 
   Jenny Newman, community co-ordinator for Restore Hope, said, “It is 
about bringing families together to enjoy the excitement of celebrating 
Christmas away from the pressures of everyday life. The party will be full 
of fun, laughter and a true sense of community—which is particularly 
important for families who find this time of year difficult.”
   Kayleigh Daniel, a mum who has attended the celebration with her 
family in the past said: “The Christmas Party is a gathering of wonderful 
people to share a wonderful moment. The children get to learn the true 

meaning of Christmas.” Photo: Restore Hope

A messy harvest

ST George’s CE Infant School in Amersham in Buckinghamshire held a 
Messy Harvest celebration this year, helping children understand more 
about where food comes from and how we might help others in need 
through sharing food at a time of plenty. 
   Head teacher Toby Long said: “Children across the school took part in 
craft activities linked to the theme of bananas. Children learnt about 
where bananas are grown and how they end up as our snack. Families 
were asked to bring in items to donate to the Foodbank and childen 
were encouraged to thank God for each person involved in the process of 
harvesting bananas.”  Photo: Lewis and Abigail show off their creations. 
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01837 851240 
www.gilead.org.uk

We are now living in the � rst new house, called Grace 
Lodge, and we currently have four fully funded male 
students living in the house with house parents Je�  and 
Meg, and senior support worker/mental health nurse, Pete. 
The house is designed to provide excellent accommodation 
for eight male clients (students), plus two male support 
workers and house-parents, all living as extended family, 
and so we hope over the next few months or so to � ll the 
house with a further four male students and one more 
male support worker.

We continue to maintain an 83% success rate 
for students who are addiction free two years a� er 
successfully completing the programme. We believe the 
purpose-designed house is not only going to help us 
maintain this standard, but increase it.

We’ve gone green, too. As well as the bene� ts to our 
students and sta� , moving into the house has already 
drastically reduced our accommodation running costs, as 
we have ground source heating, rainwater harvesting and 
solar panels on the roof, all of which helps to give us virtual 
nil-cost heating, hot water and sanitary water.

We can see the positive e� ects on our students and sta�  
already. The generous support and donations we received 
earlier this year helped us to start to move students and 
sta�  into this fantastic new building. To fully complete 
this � rst house to a standard that will enhance people’s 
recovery, well-being and development, we need to raise 

a further £55,000 to � nalise building works including the 
following:

 } A disabled bathroom £3,000
 } A conservatory £25,000
 } Patio & paths £8,000
 } Concrete access road-way £9,000
 } Repayment of generous interest free loan by Jan 

2014 £10,000

Would you please help us raise the funds to bring this 
purpose designed house through to a � nish that will make 
it a superb home for students living in extended family, 
now and for many years to come? By contributing to this 
building, you are contributing to the long term future of 
Gilead’s rehabilitation process, which is proven to be 
successful in providing hopeless people with freedom from 
addiction, a new start and direction for a future life that 
many of them had never thought possible.

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other)   

First Name     Surname

Address

      Postcode

Organisation / company (if applicable)

Telephone Number

Email

I enclose a one-off gift of £
Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations

I would like to become a partner of Gilead
Please fill in this form

Name

Name of your bank

Bank address

   Postcode

Account No.            Sort Code

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £
from my account on (dd/mm/yy)        /        /      
Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY

Signed   Date

Tel: 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email: admin@gilead.org.uk www.gilead.org.uk

Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909

PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD
Monthly commitments of any amount will help us 
with funding of the students’ fees. A one-off gift or 
interest free loan will help us finish our first building. 
If you would like to discuss details I can be contact-
ed on 07957 433973 

Yours In Christ

Chris Cole (Trustee)

To help us correctly allocate your gift, please record your 
name and contact details using the form below. Thankyou

I would like all donations I make to Gilead Foundations, 
Reg Charity Number 1002909, from the date of this 
declaration until I notify you otherwise to be treated as 
Gift Aid donations.

Signed    Date

You must be a UK taxpayer and must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity 
reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year.

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list

Please return this form to Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ

DIO1213

I � rst heard of Gilead Foundation in 2011, at a time 
when my life was falling apart due to my alcohol 
addiction.

I was at home with my mother in South London and 
just living to drink. Help was o� ered from family, friends 
and the local Council; but I only paid these o� ers lip 
service as I just wanted to drink. Home life was falling 
apart and my mother was su� ering beyond belief. Every 
time she went out she never knew what state she would 
� nd me in when she returned.

My brother started looking on the internet for a rehab 
that might suit me, as my family thought this was the 
only way forward; he found Gilead Foundations.

In April 2011, in fear and trepidation, I started on the 
programme, which is very structured but also � exible 
to allow students to grow. In the � rst weeks I was given 
experience in all the jobs around the farm and in the 
community as a whole. I tried nearly every job on o� er 
but in the end volunteered for maintenance as here I 
felt my practical skills could be the most use.

The programme is not all about work - there is also 
the whole therapy side. This is mainly the Genesis 
programme, group work and one to one support.  The 
info on this course says:

“Genesis Process relapse prevention integrates 
Biblical principles, proven relapse prevention 
techniques, cognitive therapy principles, and the 
latest scienti� c research regarding the impact of 
neurochemistry on human behaviour to help individuals 
change not only behaviours, but core belief systems 
that cause them to relapse”.

I did not � nd the Genesis process easy. It was hard 
and I felt like giving it up on a number of occasions. But 
I had plenty of support around me, not only sta�  but 
also my peers who were further through the programme 
than me. Normally I have a tendency to try and work 

through issues by myself, not really wanting to admit 
I am struggling. But one day, chatting to now good 
friends, I asked a simple question and admitted that I 
was struggling – I instantly got so much help that the 
issue was almost sorted there and then.

During my � rst 20 weeks I realised that our pastor, 
Ian Samuel, spoke about things that were missing in 
my life. This concerned me and a� er talking to others 
I decided to give my life to the Lord. At the end of a 
Sunday service Ian invited anyone who would like to 
give their life to the Lord to come to the front for prayer. 
Up to this point I was a back row church-goer, sitting 
at the back so no one could involve me. This was one 
big step - now I had to go forward in front of the whole 
community.

A� er a while, I was baptised, along with two fellow 
students, one Sunday morning in what must have been 
the coldest stream on Dartmoor. This was the start of 
the next great transformation in my life. Now I have an 
assurance that I am not alone in my struggle through 
life.

When I was nearly at the end of the programme I was 
seeking guidance about the future. My feeling was to 
stay on as a Trainee Sta�  Member for at least another 
year, and a� er speaking to Ian he agreed that he would 
have me. So yet again, through prayer and talking to the 
relevant people, the Lord has led me forward.

I have been accepted as a Trainee Sta�  Member and 
been asked to oversee the completion of the � rst of 
three purpose-built accommodation blocks. This was a 
major step forward for me as the trust put in me would 
be the � rst time I would not have alcohol to fall back 
on. It’s a bit scary as to where God might lead me in the 
future. Wherever that is, a� er my time at Gilead my life 
is in a much better place now than it was a few years 
ago.

GOOD NEWS
You may have read our last update in this newspaper where we reported that we were poised to start moving into the � rst of three 
purpose built bungalows. We had six weeks of work to do, and we needed £12,000 to enable us get there – the good news is, with a lot 
of support, we’ve done it!

My Gilead 
Experience
“Unlocking People... Releasing Potential” - that’s the strapline that sums up much of what Gilead is all 
about. Trevor is just one of many who have found freedom and a new direction in life through Gilead’s 
residential rehab programme; this is his story in his own words:

Gilead trustee Phil Cana 
cuts the ribbon on opening day

Trevor 
encouraging 

a younger 
student in 

the new 
bungalow.
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Children in Church
An Advent chant for young 
children
This season has a rich feel of the need to 
be ready, to recognise God in our lives. 
Use this ritual to help children be ready. 
At the point at which you want children 
to gather quietly, ask them to gather at 
the back of your meeting space. Ask each 
child to get themselves ready to come 
into the meeting space, explaining that 
when we are ready we are calm and quiet, 
ready to listen and join in. Encourage 
small children to 'wriggle all their wriggles 
out'. 
   You could also invite people to remove 
their shoes (as Moses did) to symbolise 
that this is a holy space. Invite children to 
move into the space only when they are 
ready. Asking children to make themselves 
ready teaches responsibility for their own 
behaviour and also helps them to learn 
about preparing to meet with God. You 
will need to provide support for those 
children who are not ready, and perhaps 
never will be. They may need to sit near a 
leader or towards the back of the space. 
When everyone is ready invite one child 
to light a candle as a symbol of God's 
presence in your group. Say the chant and 
do the actions in the first line, inviting the 
children to follow your lead. Be really still 
at the end.
 
Getting ready chant 
Wriggle my fingers, turn around, 
we meet God on holy ground. 
Still myself and hush my voice, 
am I ready?Am I ready? 
I am ready now.

An Advent prayer for children
Dear God,
In Advent, we start thinking about 
Christmas.
Not just about cards and presents,  
crackers and food, stockings and parcels, 
but also about Jesus, coming as a baby.
We also remember that Jesus promised to 
come again. We don’t know what you are 
planning for that time, God. 
But we’re looking out for Jesus, 
now and always. 
Amen.

Active Advent prayers for young people
Explain to the group that, at the start 
of Advent, the Church invites people to 
prepare and take stock, but because it is 
a busy time, it is hard to focus on what is 
important.
   Invite the young people to make some 
regular commitments through Advent to 
keep focused, to help them stay alert and 
to put Jesus at the centre of their lives.
Ask them to write down some hopes and 
commitments and to keep them in a purse 
or wallet as a reminder.
   Invite them to share their worries as 
intercessions. Bring into the intercessory 
prayer the larger concerns, such as the 
victims of disasters. You might like to 
make the prayer physical, by inviting the 
young people to stand and raise their 
heads and hands.
Close with this prayer:
   Loving God, sometimes the world can be a 
frightening and discouraging place. 
We ask you to help us to look up and keep 
our eyes on Jesus, who comes among us to 
encourage us. 
Help us to stay awake to his love so that 
we may give a greater witness to all those 
around us. We ask this in Jesus' name.  
Amen.

Children’s Advent wreath and prayers
You will need: a large round cake board, 
five jam jar lids, five candles (churches 
have different traditions about the 
colours of these candles but the most 
common are four red candles; or three 
purple and one pink, with a white candle 
in the centre; alternatively use five white 
candles); foliage, sticky tape, sticky tac.
   Fix five upturned jam jar lids to the 
board, four at the points of the compass 
and one in the centre.
   Place a wide-bottom candle (or a taper 
candle secured with a blob of sticky tac) 
on each lid.
   Decorate the wreath with evergreen 
leaves such as holly or pine. Fix one layer 
very securely to the board using the sticky 
tape. Build up layers by intertwining 
branches through each other.
   Make sure the candle flames will be well 
clear of the foliage.
   If fire safety is a particular concern 
for you, use battery powered candles, 
available from household and gift shops.
   Use this conversation format to help 
explain some of the symbolism:

Every week 
Voice 1: This is our Advent Wreath. 

Voice 2: Why is it round? 
Voice 1: Its roundness reminds us of God’s 
love that goes on forever. 
Voice 2: Why is it green? 
Voice 1: The evergreen leaves remind us 
that new life will come. 
Voice 2: Why do we have candles? 
Voice 1: The candles remind us of Christ’s 
light coming into the world.

Week 1 
Today we light one candle. 
We name this candle Hope. 
We look forward to Jesus coming.

Week 2 
Today we light two candles. 
We name this candle Hope. 
We name this candle Peace. 
We look forward to Jesus coming.

Week 3 
Today we light three candles. 
We name this candle Hope. 
We name this candle Peace. 
We name this candle Joy. 
We look forward to Jesus coming.

Week 4 
Today we light four candles. 
We name this candle Hope. 
We name this candle Peace. 
We name this candle Joy. 
We name this candle Love. 
We look forward to Jesus coming.

Christmas Day (or The Sunday After 
Christmas) 
We are alight with Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love. 
Today we light the central candle. 
We name this candle The Light of Christ. 
We celebrate. Jesus is with us.

These materials for children and young 
people are © ROOTS for Churches Ltd 
and are from the resources bank at www.
rootsontheweb.com. ROOTS publishes weekly 
lectionary-based resources to enrich worship 
and learning with adults, all ages together, 
families, children and young people. For more 
call Roots on 0845 680 4095.

by Sarah Meyrick

John Bunyan is an unlikely spiritual 
hero. He started out in life as an 
impoverished, poorly educated tinker, 
who by his own account led a pretty   

         rackety life (and swore a lot) as a 
young man. And yet in the course of his 
lifetime, he became a preacher of such 
reputation that thousands flocked to 
hear him speak. He spent twelve years 
incarcerated in prison, for refusing his 
public preaching of the gospel. And his 
most famous book, The Pilgrim’s Progress, 
has become a Christian classic, and the 
second most printed book in the world, 
after the Bible, How on earth did such a 
transformation take place?
   This new account of John Bunyan’s 
life, by the Baptist Minister and Tutor 
in Church History and Spirituality at 
Spurgeon’s College, Peter Morden, sets 

out to answer some of these questions. 
It is not quite a biography, although it is 
a solid account of Bunyan’s life. Rather 
it is a handbook, attractively produced 
with a good range of colour illustrations 
and photographs. Each chapter ends with 
two sections, “going further” and “your 
own journey”, designed to help the reader 
reflect on what they have read. 

“The Pilgrim’s Progress.... 
the second most printed 
book in the world after 
the Bible...”

   In “going further”, the author looks at 
themes illustrated by Bunyan’s life and 
puts them in a wider context. So in the 
chapter Ministry begins he uses Bunyan’s 
early ventures into preaching and teaching 
to reflect on what the Bible says about 
our gifts and how we should use them.  
“Your own journey” is more personal: the 
reader is invited to consider their own life, 

and any lessons learned from Bunyan’s 
experience. 
   What is particularly interesting is to 
consider Bunyan in the historical context 
that formed him. He was born in 1628 
and died in 1688, a period of particular 
turbulence for the country, as it was riven 
by Civil War, and also for the Church with 
the rise of Puritanism and the increasing 
numbers of independent congregations 
which broke away from the Church of 
England. 
   The author shows how Bunyan’s 
extraordinary life and career developed 
against this background, which would be 
particularly useful for anyone unfamiliar 
with the period. His style is accessible and 
straightforward, and the book is clearly set 
out and easy to read. The other great plus, 
of course, is to reintroduce (or in some 
cases to introduce) the reader to the trials 
and tribulations of Christian as described 
in Pilgrim’s Progress. I suspect there are 
many people who read it rather a long 
time ago and may want to return to an old 
favourite as a result; and others still will be 
discovering Bunyan for the first time. 

Sarah Meyrick is the Director of 
Communications for the Diocese and 
Strategic Advisor to the Bishop of 
Oxford. 

John Bunyan: The People’s Pilgrim
Peter Morden
CWR ISBN 978-1-85345-836-1 £9.99
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BE 
SEEN
You can advertise in this newspaper with a monthly circulation 

of 34,000, at a very reasonable cost, reaching a great church 
audience in parishes throughout Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire, including other major urban areas of Oxford, Reading, 

High Wycombe and Milton Keynes.  
We can also help you to advertise in seven other Diocesan 

newspapers throughout the South of England and the Home 
Counties, with a total circulation of nearly 170,000.

To fi nd out more, contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email glenda@cornerstonevision.com
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A Lent course that will 
restore your heart for mission
Our Lent study course for 2014 draws 
inspiration from the church in Myanmar

Our Lent study guide for 2014 – ‘A heart for 
mission’ – will help churches rediscover their 
passion for mission.
The five-week guide looks at church growth, putting 
faith into action, caring for the environment, working 
for justice, and nurturing new believers.

It also draws inspiration from Myanmar, where the 
church is reaching out to communities in word and 
deed with the help of people like health workers Naw 
Law La and Naw Bwe Hser (pictured).

This is a chance to be transformed by re-discovering 
the role that mission plays at the heart of our faith.

Order FREE Lent resources today:
A heart for mission – 32-page Lent study course
40 days of mission – daily meditations for Lent
Lent collection boxes and collection envelopes

►

►

►

To order, call 020 7921 2200, email info@weareUs.org.uk  
or visit www.weareUs/lent

Us. The new name for USPG

We are Us. We are a Christian 
charity working in partnership 
with local Anglican churches 
around the world. Together, we 
work with local communities to 
improve health, put children in 
school, tackle discrimination, 
give a voice to women, nurture 
leaders, and much more.

Christian Aid is a member of the Disasters Emergency Committee. This is a charity donation service for Christian Aid. You will be charged £5 plus one message at your 
standard network rate. Christian Aid will receive a minimum of £4.96 depending on your network provider. We may contact you again in future. If you would prefer that we 
didn’t call you, text NOCALL CA to 70123. If you would prefer not to receive SMS messages from us in future text NOSMS CA to 70123. To discuss this payment call 0844 
241 2263. Ensure you get the bill payer’s permission before making a donation. UK registered charity number 1105851 Company number 5171525 Scotland charity number 
SC039150 NI charity number XR94639 NI company number NI059154. The Christian Aid name and logo are trademarks of Christian Aid; © Christian Aid November 2013.

PHILIPPINES TYPHOON EMERGENCY  
670,000 LEFT HOMELESS  

Please send your gift before more lives are lost.  
Text TYPHOON to 70060 to give £5 now.

They survived 
the storm. 
Will you help 
them survive 
the aftermath?

Thousands are feared dead and many more have lost 
everything to Typhoon Haiyan. Families are fighting for 
survival and they desperately need your help. 

Christian Aid is on the ground right now in the Philippines 
– and just £5 from you could help us provide a vulnerable 
family with food, clean water and shelter from the elements. 
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WYCOMBE is a large and diverse deanery, mixing the large town of High Wycombe with rural 
parishes and benefices. Below are a variety of stories from around the deanery.    

Around the Deaneries - Wycombe

Vital statistics:
Area Dean: The Revd Simon Cronk 
Lay Chair: Wendy Goodier 
Number of Parishes:  30 
Number of Churches:  35 
Number of Benefices:  6 
Number of Clergy:       37 

Where would Jesus be? 
by Jo Duckles

THE Revd Alison Finch (right) is 
passionate about the Church reaching 
out to meet people in the community. 
Which is why her role as co-ordinator 
of a team of six chaplains in the centre 
of High Wycombe is perfectly suited 
to her. She recently took over from the 
Revd Nicky Skipworth and combines 
the chaplaincy role with being the 
vicar of St James’s Church, Downley 
and a missioner at All Saints in the 
town centre.
   “It’s a lot to do, but I’m up for 
a challenge,” says Alison, who 
thoroughly enjoys getting out and 
about, following the example of Jesus 
by getting alongside people where they 
are. “I have the best of both worlds 
really. I didn’t have a specific worship 
place in Colchester, where I have come 
from, to call my own, although I was 
associate priest of two town centre 
churches. Here I have my own church 
so I’m centred and based somewhere. 
   “The thing for me is meeting people 
who have never been near a church 
and may have preconceived ideas 
about what church is about. I feel 
passionate that the church should 

be out more in the community and 
workplace chaplaincy fills that role.    
We are not waiting for people to come 
to us on a Sunday morning. We are 
out there with the workers during the 
week. We provide a shoulder to cry 
on and a listening ear. I truly believe 
that is where the church should be. 
Jesus told us we should go out. He 
was the first workplace chaplain, 
going out among the tax collectors 
and fishermen.  

 “Jesus told us we 
should go out...”

   “When I go and meet people in shops 
and offices I’m often the first ‘vicar’ 
they have met, so what they see and 
how I behave is important, it’s quite a 
responsible place to be in. I could put 
them off church for life depending on 
how I deal with situations.” 
   High Wycombe is a bigger town than 
Colchester and from what Alison has 
seen so far, is more multi cultural. “I’ve 
had experience of people of different 
faiths so I’m not too worried about 

that,” she says. “I’m looking forward 
to getting involved and working with 
people of other faiths. Everyone has 
been so friendly and helpful.  My 
neighbours in Downley, are Muslims 
and just after we arrived at the 
vicarage, they came to welcome us 
with open arms, wanting to make us 
feel at home. 
   “It’s good to be back in the Oxford 
Diocese, I feel as though I’ve come 
home,” says Alison, who has previously 
worked in churches in Banbury and 
Wokingham.

Drugproof your kids
by Jo Duckles

A COURSE to help 
parents ensure teenagers 
understand the dangers 
of drugs is being held at 
Christ Church, Flackwell 
Heath.
    The church has recently 
began running parenting 
courses and the Drug 
Proof Your Kids course, 
from Care for the Family, 
grew out of that. “It’s 
exciting if not a little scary 
because you start opening 
up a world you might not 
want to know about,” said 
the Revd Chris Bull. “We 
talk to the police and you 
realise that while it’s a 
nice community, if you dig 
below the surface a little 
bit there are all sorts of 
things going on. It’s about 
giving parents some good 
tools. 
   “Police come and talk about the local 
scene and Bucks Ad Action have provided 
some support as well. They are licensed 
to bring in a supply of drugs. It’s helping 
parents realise not just what’s going on 
with their children but what’s going on in 
the world.” He said the church is working 
alongside social services and local schools.    
   Jackie Chalmers, whose children are 13 
and 16, occasionally does cover work in the 
Flackwell Heath church office.  She said:    
“I’m aware that there is a drug situation 
in Flackwell Heath. The course gave me 
more information than I knew already. I 
was already doing some things right but 
there is always room for improvement on 
communication skills. 

   “We have always been very open with our 
children, spoken to them and listened to 
them. My husband and I aren’t drinkers, 
although we occasionally have a glass of 
wine here and there. The children have 
always been taught it is okay as an odd 
treat but not the sort of thing you want to 
be doing all the time and as for drugs don’t 
try it as that’s when you get hooked. 
   “It’s about good parenting, being there 
for your children and asking how they are 
getting on, what the highlight of their 
day has been and if anything is upsetting 
them. We make sure they are high on our 
list of priorities. People have inundated 
lives and it is easy to dismiss your children, 
but we like to make space for them.”    

Costa Emmaus
by Sarah Fitzgerald

SEVEN new small groups were formed 
and four people were baptised and/or 
confirmed following an Emmaus Course 
held in Marlow’s Costa Coffee. 
   The 10-week course ran from January 
to March but the church hall was not 
available as it was booked up with Zumba 
and Pilates. We ended up approaching the  
management at Costa, which has a large 
upstairs area. They were very happy to 
open for us in the evening as long as they 
took sufficient sales.  The venue gave the 
course a relaxed and sociable atmosphere 
and 50 people signed up. 
   To encourage relationships people 
were allocated to groups which they sat 
with each week for discussions as well as 
presentations from the front. One of the 
aims of the course was to look to establish 

some small groups, which are still running. 
Many people commented the course had 
helped them to reflect on their faith and 
given them greater confidence in talking 
about it to others.
Sarah Fitzgerald is Team Vicar in the Marlow 
Area Team Ministry. 

Sunday is a Funday 
by John Wigram

FUNDAY Sunday started as a way of attracting 
baptism families children from the nearby primary 
school to church in Medmenham.  It’s a monthly 
all-age service billed as ‘church with a difference’, 
with a flexible format and plenty of activity, aiming 
to appeal through fun and thoughtfulness.  We wanted to ensure children didn’t need to be 
‘shhh’ed’ and newcomers were welcomed.  We advertised in the school and community, and 
were delighted to have three times the usual congregation at our first service.
   We have now been going for 3 years and the service is easily our largest of the month.  We 
have a number of families who come regularly as well the original ‘pre-Funday’ congregation.    
   Bible readings are illustrated and learnt from in fun and off-the-wall ways.  Action songs are 
real favourites, children joining in effortlessly while the adults take days to recover – St. Paul 
never realised that ‘wide and long and high and deep’ would keep so many people fit!
   We have found that numbers go down as well as up, and there were times when we 
wondered if it was ‘working’, but by 18 months in we had a stable and regular congregation 
– although they often arrive at the last minute!  We keep things simple and low tech – laptop 
and projector got too fussy in a church with pews – and we even use the organ. 
The Revd John Wigram is Rector of the Hambleden Valley Benefice. 
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Testing the temperature in 2013: Living Faith

LIVING FAITH was launched at 
the end of 2008 as a vision for 
the Diocese of Oxford. As we 
come to the final year of the 
initial five-year phase of Living 
Faith (2009 to 2014) it is time to 
take stock, writes Sarah Meyrick. 

Thanks to a generous grant from 
the Maurice and Hilda Laing 
Charitable Trust, we have been 
able to commission independent 

market research (at no cost to the diocese) 
to help us find out how Living Faith has 
affected the life of our churches. The 
findings, together with the conversations 
and reflections that will emerge from our 
three major “Imagining faith” events next 
year, will help the Bishop’s Staff, Bishop’s 
Council and Diocesan Synod discern the way 
forward for the next phase of our journey as 
a diocese. 
Who did we ask?

The Christian Research Consultancy 
9-Dot Research conducted web-
based surveys with three different 

groups: clergy and Licensed Lay Ministers; 
PCC secretaries and churchwardens; and 
members of church congregations. The first 
two groups were actively invited (by email) 
to participate, while option to complete 
the congregational survey was open to all, 
publicised in the e-news and the Door.
   The response-rate was encouraging: 296 
clergy and LLMs responded (31 per cent 
of those asked), and 383 PCC secretaries 
and churchwardens (19 per cent). Just 106 
church members responded.
   “I’m really grateful to everyone who took 
the time to respond to the researchers,” said 
Bishop John. “I’ve always been clear in my 
own mind that the health of our diocese 
lies not at the centre, but in the vitality and 
imagination of the local parish or arena of 
ministry. What we have attempted to do 
with ‘Living Faith’ is to provide a vision, and 
a set of priorities, to help you frame your 
thinking as you live out your faith together.
   “It’s fascinating to hear what use people 

have made of it, and there’s a great deal of 
information still be to be mined from the 
report. Knowing what has (and hasn’t!) 
worked well will be hugely helpful as we 
plan for the future.”
What did we ask?

The research looked into people’s 
awareness of Living Faith, and their 
level of engagement with it, in 

general terms and specifically around the 
five priorities. The researchers asked what 
use people had made of the Living Faith 
resources; what they had done as a result 
of Living Faith (the “outputs”); and what 
difference this had made (the “outcomes”). 
What did they say? In summary

The researchers conclude that Living 
Faith has permeated well throughout 
the diocese, with 95 per cent of 

clergy/LLMs aware of it and 82 per cent 
engaging at least to some extent. PCC/
churchwardens reported lower levels of 
awareness (76 per cent) and engagement 
(63 per cent).  For those who engaged 
the most, Living Faith had become the 
foundation for strategy and planning. Just 
14 per cent chose not to engage at all.    
   One of the main barriers to engagement 
was perceived relevance. Some churches 
use their own strategic planning tools 
and others felt it was not relevant to 
their context, perhaps because they were 
small, rural, elderly, part of an LEP or 
going through a time of change. Other 
barriers included apathy, lack of time and a 
resistance to diocesan initiatives.
   Most people used the five priorities to 
suit their own situations at the right times 
to suit their particular contexts, something 
the researchers felt fits well with the ethos 
of Living Faith being a flexible resource 
that can be adapted to accommodate local 
circumstances.
   ‘Sustaining the Sacred Centre’, ‘Making 
Disciples’ and ‘Mission in the World’  
were found to be the strongest of the five 
priorities with high levels of awareness and 
engagement. This was unsurprising since 
these were amongst the first priorities we 
have focused on. 

   Again unsurprisingly, ‘Shaping confident, 
collaborative leadership’ (the 2014 priority) 
has the lowest levels of awareness and 
engagement, was perceived to be the most 
difficult to engage with and least helpful.   
In most cases if people were aware of a 
resource they tended to use it. Awareness 
and use was highest for the Living Faith 
introductory leaflet, with Simple Guides 
and articles in the Door being next.  PCC/
churchwardens were less aware than clergy/
LLMs of all the resources.  Those who used 
the resources found the Living Faith books 
and Simple Guides the most helpful.
   Most respondents were positive about 
Living Faith as a use of diocesan resources, 
although those who engaged more were 
significantly more positive than those who 
did not engage at all. It tends to be used 
most by churches that are liberal catholic or 
rural and least by those that are urban and 
evangelical. (We infer that this is because 
the latter tend to have existing frameworks 
for action and strategy with which they are 
already working).
   Most of those who engaged with Living 
Faith found it to be inspiring, a useful 
framework and effective stimulus for taking 
action. They also agreed it helped people 
live and share the love of God and to deepen 
their enjoyment and recognition of God 
in everyday life. Clergy/LLMs were clearly 
positive about Living Faith and appreciated 
its simplicity and flexibility. However 
they also acknowledged the difficulty 
of getting churches engaged and seeing 
transformation as a result of engagement. 
   What impacts have Living Faith had? 
Respondents named a number. The impact 
cited most was that Living Faith had caused 
their church to look out more into its 
community, particularly by making their 
church more welcoming. 
   As the Door went to press the 
full research report was still to be 
completed. As soon as it is available 
it will be published on the diocesan 
website. For this and everything else to 
do with Living Faith, see www.oxford.
anglican.org/livingfaith 

 
 

Living Faith for the Future is the vision for the Diocese of Oxford for the 
five years 2009 to 2014, as approved by diocesan synod in November 2008. 
   The Living Faith vision offers five priorities which resemble a palette of 
colours that everyone can use to create their own distinctive work of art. 
The central strands are holistic mission and sustaining spirituality.
   The vision is the transformation of all human life under God. The 
purpose is to join with God in creating a caring, sustainable and 
growing Christian presence in every part of the Diocese of Oxford, 
enabling every Christian and every Christian community to live and share 
the love of God, seen in the life of Jesus Christ.
   We are concentrating on one of the five priorities each year, over the 
initial five-year period of Living Faith. This is not intended to be to the 
exclusion of the others, but just to help focus our thinking and some  
of the resources we are offering. 
 
2010 – Sustaining the Sacred Centre 
2011 – Making Disciples 
2012 – Making a Difference in the World 
2013 – Creating Vibrant Christian Communities 
2014 – Shaping Confident Collaborative Leadership

A Reminder: What is Living Faith?

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

ISRAEL
Acclaimed Bible Tours with 

Chris Hill, international 
Bible Teacher and leader 

of over 90 tours.
C L Ministries 
(01473 311128)

E: clministries@btinternet.com
www.clministries.org.uk

Travel Insurance

UK
BASED

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

 

 

Arranged for The Door readers
BANK INSURANCE STOPPED? - CALL US FOR A QUOTE

FREE EXISTING MEDICAL CONDITIONS 
SCREENING SERVICE AVAILABLE

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~
0116 272 0500

Authorised & regulated by the FCA

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 

most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service.

Annual and single trip cover for UK, 
Europe and worldwide holidays

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

Holidays at Home

Holidays Abroad

Insurance

Commit your 
work to the 
Lord, and 
your plans 
will be estab-
lished.

Proverbs 16 vs 3 (NRSV)

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.

Advertising
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Testing the temperature in 2013: Living Faith

 

‘The colour palette expresses creativity. It seems well thought out 
incorporating the main strands of mission and ministry. Sustaining 
the sacred centre rightly runs through the palette like a matrix.’ 

‘Some saw it as yet ‘another’ thing to do which was imposed from the 
Diocese. Oxford is quite a distance away from my parishes and some 
people find it difficult to relate to initiatives coming from Oxford.’ 

 ‘It is a wise, easily accessible, practical discipleship guide, presented 
in a very user-friendly way.’ 

‘Most helpful to have the five strands to focus on. All aspects have 
been really important in our developmental thinking and have helped 
shape the development of our church.’ 

‘Hard to quantify. Arguably over the last three years all the change 
has been rooted in the Living Faith material as it has shaped our 
vision and work together.’ 

‘I didn’t engage with Living Faith. I think initiatives have to start in the 
parish rather than being imposed from the top down, sorry.’ 

‘Thank you, Bishop John, in giving the lead in the spiritual growth and 
life of the diocese that has not previously been known in recent years. The 
church has grown in confidence in God and in commitment to worship and 
service in the local and wider world.’

Above are some anonymous responses taken directly from the 
research report. Over the coming months the Door hopes to bring you 
stories and case studies (not anonymous) showing just how parishes 
have engaged with the vision and used it to inspire their work locally. 
If you have a story to tell please contact the Editor Jo Duckles 
on jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or 01865 208227.

Living Faith helped people share the love of God and deepened their 
enjoyment and recognition of God in every day life. 

THERE are lot of printed resources 
available. These are all available 
online, or by request from the 
Communications Team at Diocesan 
Church House. Contact Debbie 
Dallimore (01865 208225) to find 
out more. However the printed 
materials are only one part of 
the resources available: training, 
conferences, and quiet days have 
all been offered by our Bishops, 
Archdeacons and Department of 
Mission staff under the Living Faith 
banner.  

So what did the people say?

What was your Living Faith 
experience? 

Have you got the resources? 

• An introductory leaflet and DVD
• Posters, postcards and prayer cards
• A Living Faith Bible Study guide
• Living Faith health-check for churches
• ‘Heaven in ordinary’ (DVD on sustaining the 

 sacred centre)
• Prayer: A Simple Guide
• Reading the Bible: A Simple Guide
• Pilgrimage: A Simple Guide
• Christianity: A Simple Guide
• Making a Difference in the World: A Simple Guide
• Giving: A Simple Guide
• ‘Living Jesus’ by John Pritchard (SPCK, 2010)
• ‘Living Faithfully: Following Christ in Everyday Life’ by  

John Pritchard (SPCK, 2013).

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132 
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently 
has vacancies and applications 
are welcomed. 
A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 
Further information and an application form 
are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD 
Tel: 01962 878218 
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk 
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No.202751

 with love
Christmas Greetings from 
Pilgrims’ Friend Society

Tel: 0300 303 1400
www.pilgrimsfriend.org.uk

h l
Christian Care

Family-run holiday cottages in beautiful south Shropshire, 
an area of outstanding natural beauty. Wonderful location 
with spectacular views. Only 3 mins drive to picturesque 

market town of Church Stretton. We offer 1,2,or 3 
bedroom cottages to suit all the family.

Please visit www.botvylefarm.co.uk 
or call 01694 722869 for brochure.

Advertising
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Come and take part as together we explore where God is leading us.
Clergy Conference:  24 - 27 March 2014 

LLM Conference: 27 - 29 June 2014 
Gathering for the whole church family: 20 - 21 September 2014 

Imagining faith ...

2014 is a special year for us.  It’s the 
final year of the first five-year phase of 
our ‘Living Faith’ vision.  It’s also the 
year when we are focusing on the fifth 
strand - ‘Shaping Confident Collaborative 
Leadership’. 

I’m delighted to tell you about three 
important events we have planned.  Each 
will offer a chance to reflect on all we’ve 
experienced over the last few years and 

to discern a common vision for the future as we journey on 
together. 

The events offer a time to think afresh about the challenges 
and opportunities of living as Christians at the start of the  
21st century, imagining what it would be like to live primarily 

not according to the way of the world, but according to the life 
of God’s kingdom.  My hope is that the Imagining faith series 
will inspire and encourage us, releasing energy across the 
diocese. 
 
The planning group has put together an impressive programme 
with some absolutely excellent speakers.  And there really is 
something for everyone - whether you are clergy or laity, old or 
young, a lifelong Anglican or relatively new to faith.

This is a chance for us to come together as the Body of Christ 
with all our different perspectives.  Together we are stronger 
and can enrich each other’s lives.  So please encourage your 
colleagues , friends and fellow worshippers to join in. 
 
I look forward to seeing you there.

ONE YEAR - THREE MAJOR EVENTS

Phone 01865 208251 or go to
www.oxford.anglican.org/imaginingfaith  

to find out more.
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Licensing Lay Ministers

MORE than 500 people flocked 
to Christ Church Cathedral in 
Oxford to watch the licensing 
of 12 new Lay Ministers to 
serve in the Diocese of Oxford 
last month. Here the Door 
introduces our new LLMs who 
have been licensed to serve 
alongside clergy in a wide 
variety of different parishes. 

Beryl Packer, who is licensed to serve in 
Uffington, Shellingford, Woolstone 
and Baulking,  says:  “I was born in the 
rural area where I hope to serve as an LLM.  
I am single, have had careers elsewhere in 
secretarial and social work and am now 
retired and a lay minister of our local 
Ministry Team. I pray through God’s grace 
and strength to serve Him and people here 
and wherever He directs.”
Diana Matthews  is licensed to serve at 
St Mark’s and All Saints, Reading. She 
said : “After a long career in education, I 
have come to Lay Ministry rather late. In 
my home parish of St Mark and All Saints 
Reading, I enjoy the opportunity  to assist 
with the worship in our five care homes 
and five schools and to do some teaching 
and preaching.”
Barry Marsden, of St Peter’s Burnham, 
said: “I am 67 and married with one 
adult son and one grandson. My faith 
journey includes eight years as a member 
of The Society of St Francis. I worship 
at St Peter’s, Burnham where, as well as 
facilitating our weekly Meditation Group 
and taking an active part in services, I am 
PCC Secretary and, together with my wife, 
Christian Aid Organiser.”
David Blackmore, of Weston Turville, 
says: “‘I am a 54 year old film editor, I 
am married with four children ranging 
in age from 13 to 24 and I live in Weston 
Turville, Buckinghamshire. I’ve found the 
three years training for LLM inspiring and 
challenging and I look forward to putting 
it into action in ministry.”
Joan Walding, of Headington Quarry, 
says: “I was born in Salisbury, grew 
up and went to school in south east 
London, trained in Exmouth to teach 
English, Drama and Religious Education 
in secondary schools.  I moved to 
Northampton when I married and was 
given a job before I arrived purely on 
the strength of being engaged to a well-
known and excellent teacher! We had 
two daughters and lived and worked in 
Northampton for almost 40 years. My 
husband died in 2003 and three years 
later I joined my daughters and four 
grandchildren in Headington Quarry.  We 
all worship together and I am well aware 
of how amazing that is and how blessed I 
am.”

Lynne Thorogood from Old Windsor, 
says:  “I have lived in my parish for over 20 
years, and have been involved in the work 
of the church in a variety of roles including 
the choir, the PCC and as assistant verger.  
I have worked in education for the whole 
of my professional life, as a teacher, 
head teacher and in teacher training as 
a university lecturer.  I am now also a 
school inspector, working for Ofsted and 
for SIAMS, the organisation that inspects 
Church of England schools.  With my new 
LLM role added to this, I’m going to be 
quite busy.”
John Hamilton, from Nash in North 
Buckinghamshire, says: I have been here 
for the last 29 years. I am married with 
two adult children. My journey to being 
an LLM has had a number of milestones 
and taking a Diploma in Biblical and 
Theological Studies at Wycliffe Hall has 
been one of them.“
Shirley Bull, of Broughton, Aylesbury, 
says: “I enjoy preaching, leading worship 
and pastoral work. I was a missionary for 
27 years in DRC (Democractic Republic 
of Congo), first training Sunday school 
teachers and youth workers, then as 
Principal of Baringa Theological Institute. 
I now work freelance as an interpreter and 
tutor in community interpreting.”
Stephanie Lacey is from Duns Tew 
in North Oxfordshire, which is in the 

Benefice of Duns Tew, Sandford St 
Martin, Steeple Barton and Westcote 
Barton. She has almost retired from paid 
employment and has two step children, a 
daughter and five step grandchildren.
Ross Martin says: “I currently work as 
an LLM/Hon Chaplain with NHS Trust 
Littlemore Hospital having retired after 30 
years working with both individuals and 
groups as both a Probation Officer and 
Treatment Manager with Thames Valley 
Probation.  I have been married to Judith 
for 47 years.We have 2 children, 3 fabulous 
grandchildren- to keep us fit and young.” 
Ross was featured in the ‘God in the Life 
Of’ section of the December 2012 edition 
of the Door.  

The licensing happened as a 
new report was published, 
highlighting the success of the 
Oxford’s training programmes 

for both LLMs and ordinands. Oxford 
was given overall confidence for its 
programmes, and confidence with 
qualifications in a few areas. 
   Keith Beech-Gruneberg, Director of Local 
Ministry Training, said: “I’m delighted 
that the inspectors have recognised the 
high quality training the Diocese offers to 
LLMs, ordinands and a wide range of other 
lay learners. We will of course be engaging 
with their recommendations over the 

coming months as we continue to develop 
the programme, not least with my national 
work towards the new partnership with 
the University of Durham.” 
   It also highlights the importance of the 
work of lay ministers as the Diocese moves 
into the next strand of the Living Faith 
vision – Shaping Confident, Collaborative 
Leadership, throughout 2014. 

Back, from left, The Revd Dr Phillip Tovey, Deputy Warden of LLM Ministry and Director of Postgraduate Training for the Diocese, Ross Martin,  
John Hamilton, and the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of Dorchester. Middle, from left, Lynne Thorogood, Shirley Bull, Margaret Fisher, Barry 
Marsden, David Blackmore and Rosemary Wilson. Bottom, from left are Beryl Packer, Joan Walding, Stephanie Lacey and Diana Matthews.  
Photo by Anne Taylor. 

Imagining Faith LLM 
Conference
NEXT year’s annual Licensed Lay 
Ministers Conference  will be part 
of our Imagining Faith series of 
conferences and takes place 
from the evening of Friday 27 June 
to the afternoon of Sunday 29 June 
29 at Milton Hill House, Steventon, 
Oxfordshire, OX13 6AF.    
   Speakers include Professor David 
Ford, Regius Professor of Divinity at 
Cambridge University, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, the Bishop of Oxford 
and the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
the Bishop of Dorchester.  Oxford 
Diocese’s Director of Mission, the 
Revd Dr Michael Beasley, said David, 
the keynote speaker, is a Licensed 
Lay Minister himself as well as a 
“theologian of extraordinary breadth.” 
Michael said: “I can think of no one 
better qualified to engage and inspire 
Licensed Lay Ministers on the topic of 
Imagining Faith.”
LLMs interested in booking should 
see www.oxford.anglican.org/
imaginingfaith or call 01865 208251 
to book or for more information. 
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Over 60 years of  
retirement housing...

With supported housing, nursing and dementia care, 
the Church of England Pensions Board provides 
security and peace of mind in retirement to those 
who have given their lives towards helping others 
in the name of Christ, including Clergy Widows and 

Licensed Lay Workers.

We rely on donations and legacies to continue this 
much needed work.

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN

The Church of England Pensions Board (DR12/13)
FREEPOST 898, LONDON SW1P 3YS

Tel: 020 7898 1808
bWeb: www.cep .org.uk

Email: cepbappeals@churchofengland.org

Registered Charity Number: 236627

ST. MARY’S CONVENT
WANTAGE

St Mary’s Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and fl exible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats.  Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays.
Theological Library may be 
available on request.

For further details please contact:
St Mary’s Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, OX12 9DJ
Tel: 01235 763141
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk
www.csmv.co.uk

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com

 

01752 228000  l  www.nicolahurst.co.uk
65 Hyde Park Rd  l  Plymouth  l  PL3 4JN

 

Scan here for more info

A unique gallery, now open 6 years, selling 
jewellery, glass, ceramics and other gift items; 

all hand made in the UK.
 

Buy online at 
www.nicolahurst.co.uk

Nicola makes jewellery on her premises in Plymouth. 
Commissions and repairs undertaken. 

Regular exhibitions showcasing  new jewellers.

If you, or someone you know would like more 
information about Gilead or would like to make an 

application, please contact:  
Laura Alm   

Tel: 01837 851240  Fax: 01837 851520 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk

www.gilead.org.uk

Gilead Foundations 
is a Therapeutic Community, 

Based on a 300  
acre dairy farm in  

rural Devon, Gilead uses the 
Genesis Process Relapse 

Prevention programme  
with our clients. 

offering a residential rehabilitation programme, called KEY, 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such as drug or 
alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, eating disorders, 
self harm, and other addictive behaviours. 
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Christmas is coming,
As if we didn't know,
So apart from all the turkey,
And hopes that it'll snow,
We may have time to wonder,
And ponder 'what's it mean?'
It's more than trees and presents,
It's a gift, to you, and me.

Those few anonymously penned lines 
could get us thinking of why we do the 
whole Christmas thing anyway, and a 
quick glance at the content of some of the 
adverts in this Christmas feature may help 
to take us a few steps further. As well as 
the joys of family life, gathering together 
to worship and celebrate the birth of our 
Saviour, Christmas can be a time to think 
of others. In fact, it's the one season of 
the year when just about every one of 
us seems to be most likely to love our 
neighbours as we love ourselves.

There's still time, in all the festive rush to 
get pressies and food and party supplies, 
to get onto the internet and take a quick 
trip through a search engine following the 
words Christmas Charity Giving. It could 
be the start of a journey that leads us to 
helping out someone we never even knew 
needed our help; or finding out just what 
Christmas is like for some people with 
perhaps more challenges than ourselves.

Friends, family, parties and fun times 
together to feast and make merry - all 
good things which surely bring a smile 
to the face of our Saviour as He sees his 
children enjoy His goodness - just a few 
minutes thought could also make all the 
difference for some of His other 'kids' who 
are less fortunate and in need of some 
cheer. Merry Christmas!

CHRISTMAS IS COMING

Untitled-1   1 24/10/2013   17:53

Exquisite designs in silver and 
gold inspired by the bible as 
seen on BBC Songs of Praise
Order yours today at: 
www.silverfi shjewellery.com 
0121 554 4575

Gifts to open
AGAin And AGAin!

Why not treat a friend or relative to a Christmas present
that will last a whole year? You can choose from the

following Hymns Ancient & Modern titles…

CALL 01603 785911 todAY
with your payment details and we’ll do the rest.

Offer ends 31 December 2013, and subscriptions start with the first issue in 2014.
This offer is open to new UK subscribers only. Subscriptions must be paid by direct debit.

onLY
£70 for

52 issues  
Save £28!   

Ref CT1310  

onLY
£30 for

10 issues  
Save £19.50!   

Ref TW1304  

onLY
£10 for
3 issues  
Save £5!   
Ref MaG13X  

ThirdWay Xmas Ad 170 x 261 v1.indd   1 07/11/2013   09:25
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JOIN GRAHAM & FRIENDS AS
THEY COLLABORATE ON FRESH,

ORGANIC WORSHIP

FEATURING: MATT REDMAN, REND COLLECTIVE 
EXPERIMENT, MICHAEL W SMITH & MANY MORE

GK_Duets_Advert.indd   1 13/11/2013   09:06
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HIV and AIDS - the reality
by Sue Booys

I’ve just returned from 
a visit to Africa where 
I was privileged to 
visit a project in our 

link Diocese of Kimberley 
and Kuruman as well as 
spending time in Kenya 
with a group of young 
people, mostly from 
Dorchester Team parishes, 
who were visiting and working in day centres for 
impoverished and orphaned children in the rural 
towns of Mumias and Musanda by the NASIO Trust 
whose UK base is in Abingdon. 
   Both projects were based in communities where the 
numbers of people who are HIV positive is very high 
and with World AIDS Day falling at the beginning of 
December it’s good to have the opportunity to share 
some stories. In Kimberley and Kuruman Diocese I 
visited the parish of Boegoeberg with Shirley Hoy, a 
member of the Dorchester Team Council, as the first 
step in establishing a parish to parish link and to help 
develop a project that feeds about 200 pre-school 
children.   
   Boegoeberg is a community in the Archdeaconry of 
the Khalari. It was created around the 1960’s when 
people classified as ‘Coloured’ under Apartheid Law 
were forcibly moved from a variety of places to a 
village called Brandboom (which literally translated 
means ‘Burning Bush’). Deprivation is high, with 
unemployment at 70 to 80 per cent, and HIV 
infection rates of 40 to 50 per cent. The project is run 
primarily by women who were inspired by an Anglican 
Women’s Federation conference to do something 
for their own community. Every Tuesday a meal is 
provided (which the children can take home) along 
with community based worship (songs, dances and 
prayer).  One of the leaders of the project, Sarah, has 
been nominated for the Shoprite Women of the Year 
award for her contribution. 
   That is the formal description – the stark reality of 
seeing so many children queue for a meagre plateful 
of food (especially when, as visitors and guests, your 
fine meal is spread on a table in front of them all) is 
shocking. As is the protectiveness over their precious 
lidded containers, the significant number of under-
fives who bring the babies that they are looking after, 
and the fact that these obviously hungry children are 
saving a tiny portion of food to eat – or even share - 
later. 
   We observe World AIDS Day but I noticed that in 
Africa people always speak of being HIV positive. 
It’s a more accurate a description and doesn’t pass 
judgement on the person.  Three people I met on my 
travels have very different stories. 
    A four year old Kenyan boy who is HIV positive. 
His mother was “inherited” (when her husband died 
she was passed on to his brother) a convention which 
should allow a family to care for a widow but often 
results in  ill treatment. His mother has died from 
AIDS related illness and he is HIV positive. When we 
collected him from school to visit him at home he was 

asleep on the floor.    He lives with an uncle and aunt 
who care for his three older siblings (who are not HIV 
positive) and their own four children. He is receiving 
treatment but his teacher says his prospects are not 
good. 

“...so many children queue for a 
meagre plateful of food...”

 
   A seven year old AIDS orphan – she is cared for by 
and carer for her grandmother who is 90 and blind – 
whilst we were in Kenya she was admitted to hospital, 
paid for by the charity, and her house cleaned and 
renovated by our group of NASIO volunteers. 
   And a well-educated, enterprising women, who is 
transforming her local community, who told Shirley 
that her daughter was HIV positive. “I tell her that 
she is no different from her brother” she said – but 
she had to say it – both to her daughter and to us. 
   So much is being done in terms of treatment, 
perception and care for our sisters and brothers who 
are HIV positive but it remains a drop in the ocean 
and anything we do to make a difference in ensuring a 
healthy diet, proper treatment and the right language 
is a MUST! 
   The Revd Canon Sue Booys is Rector of the Dorchester 
Team Ministry.  
   For more on how to make a difference on World 
Aids Day see http://www.worldaidsday.org/
Pictured above Sue leads school children in 
‘Heads, shoulders, knees and toes’ in Kenya. 
Below is the Boegoeberg food project.
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Quakers and Remembrance Sunday

Oxford Quakers welcome the information in the Programme 
of Service this year about our silent witness in St Giles on 
Remembrance Sunday. Bob Wilkes, the City Rector, has 
encouraged this inclusion and made it possible for our presence to 
be better understood. People of all faiths and none were invited to 
join our silent prayers. 
   The purpose of Remembrance Sunday is to mourn the dead and 
injured in all wars. Quakers express our sympathy and support for 
all at the Service of Remembrance. We stand separately, though 
respectfully and lovingly, from the main Service because our Peace 
Testimony calls for a ‘commitment to make the building of peace a 
priority and to make opposition to war absolute’. (Quaker Faith & 
Practice 24.10)
   Since the 17th century, Quakers have testified against all 
war and fighting with outward weapons. We work to create 
the conditions for peace and justice locally, nationally and 
internationally, through focused, long-term work. Quaker refusal 
to fight in wars, and public witness, for instance, against the arms 
trade, are part of this work. 
   Quakers also mourn for those who have lost their lives, and 
support those who have been bereaved. We may disagree with the 
views and actions of politicians or soldiers who opt for a military 
solution, but we still respect and cherish the individual person. 
    We have often experienced misunderstanding, disapproval 
and even imprisonment for our beliefs. Speaking truth to power 
does not make us popular.  We call for a commitment to making 
the building of peace a priority, and to making opposition to war, 
absolute. Our peace testimony is a tough demand: it asks that we 
should not automatically accept the categories, definitions and 
priorities of the world.  For more information about the Quaker 
witness on Remembrance Sunday please contact Sarah Lasenby, 
tel: 01865 725991.
Sarah Lasenby and Sue Smith, Oxford Quakers.

Just a thought
Reading the November 2013 edition of the Door, there are places 
mentioned without us being told where they are!   Not all your 
readers will know where St Clements or Churchmead are. I agree 
that if one ‘reads on’ the secret location is usually disclosed but it 
would be better if, for example, the article on page one had started 
‘Churchmead CE School in Datchet’.
    We will now soon get a new Archdeacon of Dorchester.   People 
still ask why we have so many Archdeacons and Bishops.   Perhaps 
an article explaining what each does would help the laity 
understand. 
Robert Drummond-Hay, Lay Chairman of Bicester and Islip Deanery 
in Oxfordshire.  
Thanks Robert, I’ve noted your comments about locations and 
think it may be worth stating the county (Oxon, Berks or Bucks) 
in the first paragraph of every story. And I’ll add the idea of a 
piece explaining leadership structures to my list of forthcoming 
feature ideas. Please do send all ideas and comments to us 
(addresses above) - Editor.

A Remembrance Day parade. Photo by Stewart Turkington



16 God in the life of…
The Revd Canon John Rees, 
the Diocesan Registrar, tells 
Jo Duckles how his faith has 
affected his career as a lawyer.  

John, who was named as the Times 
‘Lawyer of the Week’ earlier this year, 
spoke to me over lunch at his office in 
Oxford. He explained that he had      

         grown up in a Christian family 
worshipping at a Baptist church, found 
faith came alive for him at 17, and was then  
baptised by immersion. 
    “Then I got to know a young Pentecostal 
pastor. My grandparents had been very 
strong Pentecostal Christians, and I became 
fascinated by the sense of immediacy 
that characterises the Pentecostal and 
Charismatic traditions,” he said.  For 
several years, he worshipped in Pentecostal 
churches but in the last year of University 
he began to attend an Anglican Evensong  
“What I found there was a slower, deeper 
rhythm of worship that lacked a lot of the 
sparkle I’d become used to, but seemed 
somehow more sustaining,” he said. 
   While training with a firm of solicitors in 
Tunbridge Wells, John ran a youth group 
in a church where he was encouraged 
to explore his vocation as a priest.  His 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands urged him 
to spend a year in a monastery. “I didn’t 
think that was a good idea but he was 
concerned that I broaden my experience 
of life and of the Church, and I thought 
the same,” said John, who joined a firm 
of solicitors in London for a year or so, 
before going to Pakistan as a volunteer for a 
missionary society.   
   He ran the mission’s hospital in Multan 
for several months. It was a formative 
experience in a different religious culture, 
encountering dire poverty, seeing life and 
death in the raw in the hospital and on the 
streets – but at the same time having the 
opportunity to travel to areas of Pakistan 
and Afghanistan that would now be 
inaccessible to westerners. 
   “It was also my first encounter with the 
wider Anglican Communion and began a 
commitment to its work that has been an 
enduring passion for me ever since,” said 
John.  He found returning to England to 
study for ordination for three years at 

Wycliffe Hall perplexing.  “Perhaps I didn’t 
have the confidence – or maybe even the 
language – to articulate the questions that 
had formed themselves in my mind. I had 
been a lawyer in private practice and run a 
hospital in a Third World country. So I had 
questions about where God fitted into the 
complexity and the sheer misery that I had 
experienced. I had an uneasy feeling that 
they were preparing us to answer questions 
that no one was really asking.” But for all 
that, he found it valuable in a number of 
ways – Oxford’s classic emphasis on study 
of the biblical texts, the daily routine of 
prayer, forming enduring friendships with 
fellow-students and others.   
   There followed a curacy in North Leeds, 
in a parish where a third of the population 
was Jewish, and where the three Anglican 
congregations were more than matched by 
the membership of the five synagogues!  
During that time, he married Dianne, a 
librarian and teacher, and together they 
went with the Church Mission Society 
to Sierra Leone, helping to set up a new 
ecumenical theological college.  John 
taught theology and ethics, and was the 
college chaplain. Dianne established the 

library, and taught the students English 
and Learning Skills. Some of their 
students were later killed in the civil war 
in the 1990s, but the majority of them 
are still working faithfully in parishes and 
circuits in that war-torn country, and one, 
Emmanuel Tucker, was recently consecrated 
Bishop of Bo in the Eastern Province.
   On their return, John got a job with Frank 
Robson (then the Diocesan and Provincial 
Registrar).  “I’d felt prompted in the final 
months in Freetown to make inquiries 
about work that might combine my legal 
and theological experience, and made some 
inquiries with the Church Commissioners 
and the General Synod Office. They put me 
in touch with Frank. I thought I’d be here 
for two or three years but one thing led to 
another, and here I am 28 years later as 
Senior Partner of Winckworth Sherwood! 
With 200 partners and staff, we act for 
eight dioceses from offices in London, 
Oxford and Manchester, thousands 
of schools and academies, housing 
associations, and other parts of the not-for-
profit sector,” said John. “I hope that what 
I bring to the job is of some value. I think I 
understand from the inside what  the clergy 

are dealing with in the problems they face – 
problems that seem to be getting ever more 
complex. The Church is a massive public 
institution, and each bit of it (in over 600 
parishes in this diocese alone) throws up 
legal questions.”
    John is also the Provincial Registrar 
for the Archbishop of Canterbury. “I have 
been very fortunate to see the national 
and international scene in this way. When 
I arrived in 1986, Frank Robson kindly 
asked me if I would deal with some of the 
overseas issues he was having to advise on. 
I have been the honorary legal adviser to 
the Anglican Consultative Council since 
1995, and Provincial Registrar since 2000. 
It is an extraordinary privilege to be able to 
pursue a vocation to Christian ministry in 
this peculiar way”, he said.
   I asked him where God fits into all 
this.  “That’s a difficult question,” he said. 
“Sometimes, it is very hard to discern any 
divine purpose in the things we are called 
on to do. I try to keep a sense of perspective 
by beginning and ending each day in prayer, 
saying at least parts of the Office from 
Common Worship.  There’s no way you can 
conjure up a sense of the presence of God, 
but I am constantly amazed by the way 
His presence does seem to guide through 
darkness and obscurity.  And tantalisingly 
often, but always unpredictably, we find 
ourselves (as CS Lewis famously put it) 
‘surprised by Joy’.”
   Coming back to the Times piece, I asked 
what was the most difficult question he 
had been asked.  He said it was one about 
who had been the greatest influence on 
his career in the law. He said he could have 
named half-a-dozen lawyers , but then 
thought he’d name Jesus, because “he 
cut through centuries of legalism” – the 
obfuscation that was preventing people 
getting to the heart of God’s purpose for 
humanity, to love God with your whole 
being and to love your neighbour as 
yourself. “I’m glad I answered as I did”, he 
said, “because it’s enabled so many people, 
some from within the firm and others who 
know me in other contexts, to come out 
of the closet and say either that they are 
Christians, or that they’d like to have a 
conversation about Christian faith.  ‘God 
works in mysterious ways’”, he said, ”Or at 
least that’s been my experience”. 

Arranging a funeral is a stressful 
and demanding time.
Five generations of experience:
we know we will make a 
difference.

Reading head office  0118 957 3650
Other branches: Wokingham, Bracknell,
Henley-on-Thames, Thatcham

www.abwalker.co.uk

FOR ALL 
CHURCH MAINTENANCE
DECORATION & ROOFING
www.churchrestorationukltd.com
enquiries@churchrestorationukltd.com

Phone Free: 0800 052 1030

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

CHURCH PEWS
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD1213

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

Personal Tax Return Service 
for Ministers of Religion, the Self 
Employed, Individuals with Letting 
Income and Individuals with Multiple 
Incomes

Payroll and Bookkeeping also available

Angela Kendall FCCA ATT 
01380 730982
angela@kendallsreturns.co.uk
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Guard the fire within

Thought for the 
month

By David Winter

This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger. Luke 2:12

A feature of listening to familiar 
words is that they slowly lose 
their power to shock or surprise. 
Familiarity doesn’t necessarily 

breed contempt, but it does induce 
deafness. It’s especially true of things 
we hear regularly - and among them, of 
course, is the story of Christmas. We’ve 
been hearing it since we were toddlers, 
year after year. We’ve acted it in nativity 
plays and sung it in carols. Even for those 
who are not churchgoers, this is one bit of 
the Christian story which we feel we know. 

Like an old and comfortable pullover, we 
slip into it each December and slip out of it 
again at the New Year.

“We slip into it each 
December and slip out of 
it again at the New Year.”

   We think of the familiar Christmas story 
as reassuring, heart-warming and homely. 
But in fact it’s disturbing, shocking and 
revolutionary. Take, for example, Luke’s 
story of the birth of Jesus - indeed, try to 
think of it as though you’ve never heard 
it before, even though you can probably 
recite it by heart. ‘There were shepherds 
abiding in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flocks by night, and lo, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to them and said, “Fear 
not; I bring you good tidings of great joy”.’       
   The shepherds, thus rudely awoken from 
their slumbers, were ‘sore afraid’, but the 

angel told them that the long-promised 
Messiah was to be born that night in the 
nearby town of Bethlehem, and even 
invited them to go and visit him. As a 
guide to his whereabouts he added: ‘this 
will be a sign for you. You will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
feeding trough’. That is the literal version 
of the angelic travel instructions, probably 
the most spectacular anticlimax in the 
whole of the Bible.
   A ‘feeding trough’? These directions were 
given to the accompaniment of a massed 
heavenly choir singing ‘Glory to God in 
the highest’ and referred, we may note, to 
the birth of ‘a Saviour, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord’. And he would be found in a 
feeding trough. It’s a great tribute to the 
shepherds’ faith that they nevertheless set 
off on this strange hunt for a baby. 
   The reference to the feeding trough 
(‘manger’ sounds way too cosy for the 
reality of it) is not just a detail in this story 
of the shepherds on Christmas night. It 

is the story. This is the ‘sign’, as the angel 
says, and ‘sign’ is a hugely significant word 
in the Gospels. 

“Signs are evidence 
pointers to profound 
truth.”

   Signs are evidence, pointers to profound 
truth. John’s Gospel calls the miracles 
of Jesus ‘signs’ which ’revealed his glory’ 
(John 2:11). The trough is important! It 
tells us who Jesus is - not a superstar, not 
a conquering king, not a starry visitor 
from another planet, but one of us. Divine, 
yes - but born human, sucking his thumb 
in a feeding trough. That is shockingly 
wonderful.

David Winter’s new book At the End 
of the Day was published by BRF on 22 
November (£6.99).

Shockingly wonderful

By Andrew Proud

I have grown to love those moments 
when I’m sitting in a meeting, or 
behind my desk and look up to catch 
the warm light of the evening sun 

revealing a tree, or a building, in a way 
I hadn’t seen it before. I think it’s for 
this reason that I have always loved the 
paintings of Turner and delighted in the 
poetry of Derek Walcott. Because they 
both saw so clearly, and then laboured 
long and lovingly to capture those fleeting 
moments of magical light. 
   Occasionally, I have moments of similar 
clarity about my interior life. There’s 
no formula or pattern for when these 
moments of insight occur. They often 
take me by surprise. But I am trying to 
get better at spotting them and naming 
them, because I think they have something 
profound to teach us about who we are. 
In fact, I am beginning to think that what 
Rowan Williams called identity politics 
will continue to divide us because we don’t 
really understand who we are. 

“...we’re each one of us a 
temple of the Holy Spirit 
too.”

   I always find the early Christian writers 
helpful here. Gregory of Nyssa – a fourth 
century (married!) Bishop – wrote that 
“Man is made in the image of God, that 
is to say the whole human nature; it is 
that which bears the divine likeness.” We 
relate to God as a person because we are 

each unique and unrepeatable persons 
too. God speaks to us as persons – and 
we respond. The Bible is full of such 
encounters. Sadly, this core identity and 
relationship is distorted when the ego 
takes over. The fruit of that is all too clear 
to see: individuals and nations pitting 

themselves against each other in a bid to 
dominate; the ego feeding on our passions, 
as pigs feed on husks (Luke 15:16); and 
creation being plundered by greed fed by 
our unwillingness (inability?) to think 
differently. 
   Of course, we’re not only the pinnacle 

of creation, we’re each one of us a temple 
of the Holy Spirit, too. I believe that if we 
could learn (again) how to guard the fire 
within, things could change, starting inside 
the Church. 
   Because if we could recover the ability to 
see each other as made in the image and 
likeness of God, as deeply loved by Christ 
and as temples of the Holy Spirit, then less 
will be able to divide us. But I know this is 
a tough call to make.       

“It is a lifetime’s work to 
become what God  needs 
us to be.”

   The prophet Jeremiah, who held the 
Word of God in his heart as if it were a 
devouring fire, could neither contain nor 
constrain it [20:9]. He became the crucible 
in which God’s people were tested (6:27-
30) by fire and hammer (23:29). Jesus said 
we shall be ‘salted with fire’ (Mark 9:48). 
I take that to mean that it is a lifetime’s 
work to become what God needs us to be - 
a living sacrifice.
   So we need to live by the resurrection fire 
which inflames the world. Instead of the 
sanctuary lamp lit beside the pride that 
has taken root deep in our heart, let’s set 
aside time to guard the fire of God’s Spirit 
within, this Advent. And let’s start, today, 
now, to see each other as God sees us. Let’s 
spread a little love around and watch the 
difference it makes.

   The Rt Revd Andrew Proud is the 
Bishop of Reading.



December prayer diary

SUNDAY 1: Bishop Colin confirming at Wykeham Benefice. 
Bishop Andrew confirming in Sonning Deanery.  

SUNDAY 8: Bishop John visiting St John the Baptist, Burford. 
Archdeacon of Buckingham visiting Lacey Green.  
 
SUNDAY 15: PACT (Parents and Children Together) Carol 

Concert at Dorchester Abbey. Pray for all adopted and fostered 
children. 

SUNDAY 22: Archdeacon of Buckingham visiting Eton Wick and 
Ludgershall. 

SUNDAY 29: Pray for all clergy in the diocese that after the busy 
time of Christmas they will find time for their families and friends 
and to relax and allow God to re-energise them.

Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 
 
“And she gave birth to her first born son 
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and 
laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn.”- Luke 2:7 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

MONDAY 2 The Henley Deanery.  Please 
pray for the incumbents of the deanery: 
Brendan Bailey, Paul Bradish, Duncan 
Carter, Kevin Davies (Area Dean), Martyn 
Griffiths and Graham Foulis Brown. Give 
thanks for the joy that we share together, 
and for the support of our deanery officers, 
especially Lay Chair Heather Llewellyn and 
Treasurer Brian Turner. Please pray for 
the parishes of the deanery balancing the 
challenges of mission, fabric and finance. 
Stephen Cousins, Peter Dewey and Ian 
Thacker all in extra parochial ministries. 

TUESDAY 3 Goring and Streatley with 
South Stoke. Liz Dowding, Luci Heyn, 
Judith Aguda and Ian Wallace.  For Luci as 
she prepares to move to her new position 
and for the retired clergy offering extra 
help during the vacancy and for the church 
wardens. As we go through the vacancy 
process please pray for the person God is 
calling to be the new priest to the Benefice. 
Goring (VA)  and Streatley (VC) Schools. 
Department of Mission Meeting.

WEDNESDAY 4 Henley-on-Thames Holy 
Trinity.  For Duncan Carter, Michael 
Forsdike and the congregation.  Henley 
Trinity (VC) School.

THURSDAY 5 Henley-On-Thames with 
Remenham. Martyn Griffiths. For us as we 
discern what area of mission God wants 
us to focus on following our successful 
Emmaus course. 

FRIDAY 6 Langtree Team Ministry. Kevin 
Davies, Linda Smith, David Addison, Angela 
Linton, Claire Alcock, Brian Turner and 
Wendy Ferguson.  The six parishes in the 
Team: Whitchurch, Stoke Row, Checkendon, 
Ipsden, North Stoke and Woodcote, as each 
PCC responds to the unique challenges 
and opportunities for mission in their 
communities. Checkendon (VA) and 
Stoke Row (VA) Schools. Bishop’s Council 
/ Standing Committee of the Oxford 
Diocesan Board of Finance.

SATURDAY 7 Nettlebed with Bix, 
Highmore, Pishill and Rotherfield Greys. 
For Brendan Bailey and Andrea Williams 
and the congregation.

MONDAY 9  Nuffield. For Brendan Bailey 
and the congregation. Diocesan Advisory 
Committee.  

TUESDAY 10 Rotherfield Peppard and 
Kidmore End and Sonning Common. 
Graham Foulis Brown and Morris Clegg.  
That we may find the right person to serve 
as a House for Duty Priest and for our work 
across the benefice with young people. 
Peppard (VC) School. 
 
WEDNESDAY 11 Shiplake with Dunsden 
& Harpsden.  Paul Bradish. We give thanks 
for our new Parish Nurse - Jocelyn Haynes, 
working across the benefice to provide 
pastoral support and spiritual care to 
many in need. We ask for prayers that she 
may be guided by God to discern the right 
priorities for her work and ministry and 
this gets established among us and in the 
community. Shiplake (VA) School. 
 
THURSDAY 12  Chipping Norton Deanery. 
Jan Fielden, Amanda Gafford, James 
Walmsley, Michael Waring, Paul Mansell, 
and Andrew Savage. For two areas of our 
Deanery Mission Action Plan - firstly our 
mission to schools and secondly extending 
lay ministries of all types through-out the 
Deanery but especially in our rural areas.

FRIDAY 13 Charlbury with 
Shorthampton. Judy French, Jan Fielden 
and Penny Nairne. For two key areas of our 
Parish Mission Action Plan-  firstly for the 
development of a prayer ministry team and 
those offering themselves for this ministry 
and secondly for the new Godly Play (‘Pray 
and Play’) session for parents and very 
young children, that it will help them to 
come and explore faith in Christ.  
 
SATURDAY 14 Chipping Norton Team 
Ministry.  James Kennedy, David Salter, 
Andrew Keith, Stephen Blake, Jackie Jones, 
Elizabeth Man, Elizabeth Allen and Esther 
Lockley. For all the congregations in the 
Benefice as we seek to work more closely 
together in this next phase of our life as one 
church under new leadership and for the 
whole Benefice as we focus particularly on 
discerning God’s specific mission and vision 
for us for the next few years – that God will 
guide us into fruitful new ways to reach out 
and serve our community. Please pray for 
our new children’s ministry at St Mary’s, 
Chipping Norton. St Mary’s (VA) School.

MONDAY 16 Great Tew with Little Tew. 
Peter Silva and the congregation.

TUESDAY 17 Hook Norton with Great 
Rollright, Swerford and Wigginton. John 
Acreman, Wendy Cunningham and Janet 
Collins. Great Rollright (VA) and Hook 
Norton (VC) Schools. 

WEDNESDAY 18 Over with Nether 
Worton. Peter Silva and the congregation.

THURSDAY 19 Forest Edge. Paul Mansell, 
Brian Ford and Sarah Jones. That our 
merciful God, through the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, will persist in guiding us to 
all healing and that the churches of this 
benefice will continue to grow as places of 
sanctuary and peace. Finstock (VC) and 
Leafield (VC) Schools.

FRIDAY 20  Wychwood. Kate Stacey and 
Anne Hartley. For our two new monthly 
initiatives specifically focusing on families 
- Hope Street which very encouragingly 
had 70+ people  attend the inaugural 
meeting. That it will continue to develop 
as an integrated part of the Benefice’s 
mission. Also Play House - a pre school 
gathering which consists of an activity, 
story, song, prayer, drink and biscuit 
focusing specifically on our baptism 
families. Thanks for the re-established 
Pastoral Team beginning to be active across 
the benefice. For people to enjoy/value their 
ministry. Wychwood (VC) School.

SATURDAY 21 The Chase. Mark Abrey 
and Andy Thayer. Please give thanks for 
the many social events happening in our 
church buildings bringing the communities 
together and for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit as we plan for the future shape of 
ministry in the wider Deanery.  Chadlington 
(VC) School. 
 
MONDAY 23 Buckingham Deanery and 
Buckingham Deanery Group Ministry. 
Ron Bundock (Area Dean), Georgie 
Christopher, Nicki Stuchbury, Paul 
Cresswell and Philip Derbyshire. For the 
rural parishes to maintain an effective 
Christian presence.  For outreach initiatives 
in Buckingham and their outreach to new 
housing developments.

TUESDAY 24 Christmas Eve.  Archdeacon 
of Buckingham visiting Wexham. Bishop 
of Buckingham at Midnight Mass at Eton 
Dorney.  Bishop of Reading at services in 
the barns at Rushall Farm and Midnight 
Mass service at Reading Minster. 

WEDNESDAY 25 Christmas Day. Nativity 
of our Lord.  Archdeacon of Buckingham 
visiting St Mary’s, Aylesbury. Bishop of 
Buckingham at services at Chalfont St Giles 
and Holmer Green. Bishop of Dorchester 
visiting Bullingdon Prison and Katharine 
House Hospice in Adderbury. Bishop 
of Oxford at services at Christ Church 
Cathedral. Bishop of Reading preaching and 
presiding at the Lodden Reach Team service 
at Beech Hill .  
 

Our Bishops on Sundays
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A Personal 
Care service 
in your own 
home

• Flexible & tailored care around the clock

• Peace of mind for yourself or a loved-one

• 26 years experience 

• Care hourly on a daily basis or Live-in care

Helping you to make the most out of life  

Call now for a FREE assessment

E. Sargeant & Son
Funeral Directors

Family orientated funeral directors of distinction.
Serving Maidenhead, Slough, Windsor

and the surrounding areas since 1712.

Professional advice and guidance
from our caring staff.

Monumental Masonry.
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans.

For personal assistance,
24 hours, please contact:

12-13 Colonnade, High Street
MAIDENHEAD - 01628 787 738

40 Church Street
SLOUGH - 01753 520 081

61 St. Leonards Road
WINDSOR - 01753 865 982

visit our website:
www.esargeant.co.uk

The Parish Church of St. Mary,
Langley, Berks.

Organist and Choir 
Director

Required for January 2014

Traditional church music 
Fine pipe organ II/P 27 [Daniel 2001]
Robed SATB Choir plus enthusiastic 

Junior Choir
Weekly rehearsals

Sunday morning Sung Eucharist 
[+ setting & anthem]

Salary c. £3,000 p.a. (according to expe-
rience / qualifi cations) + occasional fees 

(c.£2,000)

For further details, please contact
Revd. Robin Grayson   tel: 01753 542068  

email: r.j.grayson@btinternet.com

Website: www.langleymarish.com/stmary

BE 
SEEN

To advertise 
in this newspaper, 

contact  Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623
or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com
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Comings and Goings
The Revd Julie Ramsbottom will 
take up additional role as Area Dean of 
Sonning Deanery; The Revd Charlotte 
Bannister-Parker will take up post 
as Associate Clergy at Summertown; 
The Revd Pat Bhutta will take up post 
as House for Duty Associate Priest at 
Aldermaston and Woolhampton; The 
Revd Andrew Thomas will be leaving 
his post as Assistant Curate in training 

at the Cookhams in the Deanery of 
Maidenhead and Windsor. The following 
have been given permission to officiate: 
The Revd Canon Robert Whiteley; 
The Revd Marion Pyke; The Revd 
Miriam Caminer; The Revd Canon 
Brian Shenton. We recall with sadness 
the deaths of The Revd Ronald Foster; 
The Revd Bob Butler-Smith; The Revd 
Michael Withers.

                                          Services at Christ Church Cathedral 
SUNDAYS:   8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

WEEKDAYS:   7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 
1pm  (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist at 6pm). 
 
SERVICE OF FIVE LESSONS AND CAROLS: 18 December at 
6pm. 
 
JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM: 21 December at 12 noon and La 
Nativité du Seigneur by Messiaen at 2.30pm on 21 December. 
 
SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS: 23 December at 
7.30pm and 24 December at 3pm. 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE: Midnight Eucharist at 11.30pm. 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evening Prayer.
                                                                                             Tel: 01865 276155     www.chch.ox.ac.uk

THURSDAY 26  Buckingham Benefice 
. Will Pearson-Gee, Richard Rugg, 
Gussie Walsh, John King, Sandra Cosby, 
Vicky Southby, Valerie Evans, Paul 
Wallace , and our supportive retired 
clergy. Thank God for giving us so many 
opportunities to share the Gospel with 
our communities.  For Buckingham 
Parish Church for more helpers and 
volunteers for the many new initiatives 
which have been launched and brought 
growth. That we may have a fresh vision 
of how to grow God’s kingdom.  May 
we be attentive, creative and inspired 
to communicate the real message of 
Christ’s birth the one who brings light 
into darkness and grace to a hurting 
and broken world. Chackmore (VC) and 
Whaddon (VC) Schools.  
 
FRIDAY 27 Lenborough. Ros Roberts, 
Kay Peck and the congregation. Padbury 
(VC) School.

SATURDAY 28 Stowe. Ron Bundock 
and the congregation.  For development 
of our Mission Action Plan. For our 
work to reach visitors to the village, 
Stowe School and National Trust 
garden. 

MONDAY 30 North Buckingham. Hans 
Taling and Margaret Culley.   Please pray 
for the major building/repair projects 
at Lovell, Dayrell and Maids Moreton 
and the proposals for Akeley shelter-
chapel and Leckhampstead church bells 
and tower also for efforts to keep the 
Sunday morning young church meeting 
in our local CofE school united with the 
traditional meeting in Maids Moreton 
church. St James Akeley Controlled 
School and Maids Moreton Controlled 
School.  
 
TUESDAY 31 West Buckingham. 
For Messy Church after the fantastic 
opening session that we may continue 
the momentum. For guidance on 
thinking about some sort of discussion/
home group around the issues of aging 
well.

Competition winners
The winners of the competitions in the November issue are: Mrs Keeble from 
Summertown, Oxford; Cynthia Cowley from Buckingham and Mrs Herbert from 
Newbury who have all won a Real Advent Calendar. 
 
In addition, Miss Hart from Chesham; Mrs Wasley from Charlbury and R Griffiths 
from Milton Keynes have all won a copy of The Image of Christ in Modern Art by 
Richard Harries.

Stowe National Trust Garden. Photo: NTPL Robin Simpson.

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE

NATIONAL FRUIT 
SPECIALISTS

Over 300 apple varieties on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 
(4ft)Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 

Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more!

Prices held from 2010 & generous discounts

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 

01983 840750 (24hrs) Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk or visit our website

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

10%off till 31/12/13with code ‘winter 10’

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lightline Pilgrimages 
Coopersale Hall Farm, 

Epping,    Essex   CM16 7PE 
website:www.lightline.org.uk 

HOLY LAND 
 Following in the footsteps of Jesus 

led by 
The Revd Rob Marshall 

Broadcaster on BBC Radios 4's  
“Thought for the Day” 
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For a copy of the brochure call: 

 01992 576065 

~ in tune with tradition ~

Ronald Emett fine furniture 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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Tel: 07795 156969   www.techtrial.co.uk 

/TechTrial /TechTrialUKLtd

WWW.CROSSRHYTHMS.CO.UK/DIRECT
 OR CALL 01782 251000

Thousands of CDs and DVDs at only £9.97
And thousands of CDs and DVDs now have FREE POSTAGE

Check out thousands of amazing books and DVDs...

Do your shopping 
in comfort and confidence 
at Cross Rhythms Direct.  

Music, books and DVDs for life...
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Courses and Special Events

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in December

thedoorpost

PELAGOS ADVENT RETREAT DAY: 
Saturday 30 November from 10am - 4pm 
with the Bishop of Buckingham, The Rt 
Revd Dr Alan Wilson. Cost £25. Book 
online at www.pelagos.co.uk  
 
THE OXFORD CENTRE FOR 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH TALK ON 
CELTIC SPIRITUALITY: Lunchtime 
talk at St Giles’ Church, Oxford at 
12.30pm on Celtic Spirituality on 5 
December.  ‘Celtic Spirituality Today’ 
with Simon Reed (Guardian Community 
of Aidan and Hilda). Details at www.
ocsg.uk.net or email info@ocsg.uk.net

PARISH MAGAZINE TRAINING 
DAY: Saturday 25 January 2014. Do 
you need some inspiration? Have you 
just taken over and don’t know where 
to start? In a rut and struggling to keep 
your publication fresh? Or have you 
got some great ideas to share? If so, 
this workshop is for you. The day will 
run from 10am - 2.30pm at Diocesan 
Church House, Oxford and will include 
planning, editorial and design tips. Cost 
£10 (includes lunch). Email debbie.
dallimore@oxford.anglican.org or phone 
01865 208225 for details and to book 
your place. 
 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  hung on church  
noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House.  The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 29 November.
SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER
Chalgrove:  ‘Music for Strings’ by 
Kingston Chamber orchestra at St 
Mary’s Church from 3pm - 5pm. Teas 
provided. Suggested donations £5. 
Children free. Details 01865 400402. 
 
Amersham-on-the-Hill:   A service 
of Advent carols with readings, hymns 
and choir anthems at St Michael and 
All Angels HP6 5DR at 6pm. 
 
Cookham: Advent carols by 
candlelight at Holy Trinity Church at 
6.30pm.  
 
MONDAY 2 DECEMBER
Oxford:   Concert at Christ Church 
Cathedral for the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation at 8pm. Details from 
01865 276155 or email cathedral@
chch.ox.ac.uk 
 
Aldermaston: The York Nativity 
Play will be performed at St Mary the 
Virgin at 8pm today and tomorrow 
and 7pm on 7 and 8 December. Email 
aldermastonnativity@hotmail.co.uk 
for your free tickets and details.
 
TUESDAY 3 DECEMBER
Oxford: A joint celebration of 
Hannukah and Advent by the Council 
for Christians and Jews at 7.30pm 
at Harris Manchester College. Free 
entry but please bring an item of non-
perishable food for a local Foodbank. 
Email ceo@ccj.org.uk for details. 

WEDNESDAY 4 DECEMBER
Tilehurst: St Mary Magdalen 
Christmas concert ‘Christmas 
Traditions’ by the Reading Concert 
Singers at 7.30pm.  Programmes £8 (£4 
under 16). Details 0118 9425290. 

THURSDAY 5 DECEMBER
Oxford:  Lunchtime talk ‘Celtic 
Spirituality Today’ with Simon Reed 
(Guardian Community of Aidan and 
Hilda) at 12.30pm in St Giles’ Parish 
Rooms. Email info@ocsg.uk.net for 
details. 
 
FRIDAY 6 DECEMBER
Oxford: The Unicorn Group Christmas 
celebration, with a talk by Revd Canon 
Ray Nichols (formerly Dorchester 
Abbey) - ‘Christmas on the Somalia and 
Ethiopian Border’. New participants 
welcome. Begins at 12.30pm with coffee 
at 1 Canterbury Road (bring a packed 
lunch). Phone 07981 345125 or email 
jpbarker10@hotmail.co.uk for details. 
 
SATURDAY 7 DECEMBER
Wootton-by-Woodstock: Church 

Christmas Bazaar in the village hall 
from 2pm - 4pm.  
 
Hurst: St Nicolas Christmas Fair from 
12 noon - 4pm at Hurst Village hall.  
 
Cowley: Third Festival of Christmas 
trees at St James Church, Beauchamp 
Lane begins today until 15 December. 
Festival concert today at 7pm. Fun 
day on 14 December from 10am - 2pm 
and carol service on 15 December at 
4.30pm. Details from 07982 439828 or 
email ctf@cowleyteamministry.co.uk 
 
Chinnor: Christmas tree festival will 
take place at St Andrew’s Church from 
today until 14 December. Details from 
01844 352472. 
 
TUESDAY 10 DECEMBER
Tilehurst:  Carol service with the Pang 
Valley Beaver Scouts at St Michael’s at 
6.30pm. 
  
WEDNESDAY 11 DECEMBER
Whitley:  St Agnes Christmas 
concert ‘Christmas Traditions’ by the 
Reading Concert Singers at 7.30pm. 
Programmes £8 (£4 under 16). Details 
0118 9425290. 

FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER
Bicester: Christmas tree festival at St 
Edburg’s Church today and tomorrow 
from 10am - 7pm.  A forest of decorated 
trees in the medieval church. Also  
 

on 15 December from 12.30pm to 
6pm followed by a carol service.
Details at www.stedburgschurch.org/
christmastreefestival 
 
SATURDAY 14 DECEMBER
Kidlington: A quiet day for Advent 
led by Jean King and Georgie Simpson 
and offering seasonal reflections on the 
spirituality of waiting. 10.30am - 4pm 
at St Mary’s Church. Email georgie.
simpson1@gmail.com or www.ocsg.
uk.net for details. 
 
Oxford: The youth choir from our link 
Diocese of Växjö, Sweden will perform 
a traditional Swedish Lucia celebration 
at 3.30pm at Christ Church Cathedral. 
Free entry. Email vicarhugo@gmail.com 
for details. 
 
SUNDAY 15 DECEMBER
Dorchester Abbey:  PACT (Parents and 
Children Together) carol concert from 
6pm - 7.30pm. Children’s tea party at 
5pm. Free admission. Details at www.
pactcharity.org/carols 
 
Deddington: The youth choir from 
our link Diocese of Växjö, Sweden will 
perform a traditional Swedish Lucia 
celebration at 4pm in the parish church. 
Free entry. Email vicarhugo@gmail.com 
for details. 
 
Tilehurst:  Nine Lessons and Carols at 
St Mary Magdalene at 6pm. 
 
MONDAY 16 DECEMBER
Reading:   Launch of ‘Cafe Theologique’ 
at Zero Degrees bar, St Mary Butts 
at 7.30pm. Tim Stead, Priest and 
Mindfulness teacher, will speak on 
‘Mindfulness: is Meditation the new 
Medicine?’. Email m.d.laynesmith@
reading.ac.uk for details. 
 
Buckland: The Chapel Choir of Trinity 
College, ,Oxford will perform in concert 
at St Mary the Virgin at 7.30pm. 
Tickets £12.50 (includes glass of wine). 
Phone 01367 870524 or 01865 862310 
for tickets and details. 
 
WEDNESDAY 18 DECEMBER
Turville: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley.  Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am.  Details 01491 
571231. 
 
WEDNESDAY 25 DECEMBER
Cookham:  Carols by Candlelight at 
6.30pm. Email sarawood44@hotmail.
com for details. 
 

Christmas tree festival at St James Church, 
Cowley is on from 7 to 15 December.
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